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gold : he obtained from the Devon mines 22 dwt, of
which he refined 3 dwt. at Exeter ; this yielded 2 J dwt.
of pure gold.1 The remainder was sent up to the
Exchequer and eventually refined at York ; but this
is almost the only note we have of gold being found,
though no doubt small quantities were found from time
to time in the Cornish stream tinworks. In 1545 one
St. Clere declared that certain gold called ' gold hoppes
and gold oore ' in every stream tinwork in Devon and
Cornwall was by ignorance of the tinners molten with
the tin, and so conveyed abroad ; certain persons were
appointed to test his statement,2 but nothing more
seems to have been heard of the matter.
A few years earlier an astonishing report that gold
had been found in Suffolk seems to have gained credence,
as in 1538 Richard Candishc and others were appointed
to have the oversight of the king's mines of gold in
Suffolk, and workmen were actually sent there from
Cornwall and worked at the mine from July to Septem-
ber ; 3 but of the output I have found no record. The
actual site of this remarkable mine is not mentioned,
though it is possibly referred to in a contemporary com-
plaint made to Cromwell of certain persons who had
dug for gold and treasure at Brightwell in , Suffolk.4
Just a hundred and fifty years earlier, in 1388, Richard II
had sent a man down into Essex to inquire about a gold
mine said to have been found there ; but in this case
also we hear nothing of any yield of gold.5
1 Exch. K. R. Accts., 262, no. 2.
z Acts of Privy Council, i ^42-7, p, 367.
3 L. 6- P. Henry VIII, xiii (r), 1280.
* Ibid., App. 41.                        8 Issue Rolls of Exch., 238.